
The FFA as a Portal into the Architecture of the Human Mind 
Nancy Kanwisher 

 
 
What is the nature of the human mind? Philosophers, poets, and lay people have debated this 
ques=on for centuries, but now we can answer this ques=on scien=fically by exploring the 
organ where the mind happens: the brain. I will describe our early work establishing that the 
fusiform face area (FFA) cons=tutes a specialized processor of visual informa=on about faces 
that plays a central role in our awareness of faces. I will then confront the limita=ons of 
methods in human cogni=ve neuroscience in iden=fying the representa=ons and 
computa=ons conducted in this region, as well as the circuits that implement them, 
underscoring the cri=cal role of Tsao and Freiwald's beau=ful work answering these ques=ons 
in monkeys. Finally, I will show how we applied methods developed for the work on the FFA to 
more broadly explore many other specialized processors in the human brain engaged in 
specific mental func=ons such as perceiving music, understanding language, and thinking 
about what other people are thinking. 


