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Background
Environmental DNA (eDNA) is currently revolutionizing biodiversity 
assessment in lakes and rivers. The new technology can detect 
single species and species communities simply by analyzing a small 
water sample. In HydroCen, we use eDNA to assess ecological 
water quality and impacts of hydropower regulation on biodiversity, 
and to evaluate how environmental design can be used to reduce 
negative impacts on ecological water quality. 

NINA holds key expertise within the field of eDNA and has 
experience in analyzing individual key species, as well as larger fish 
communities and biodiversity in general.

Potential for cooperation
The aim of the webinar is to present new development within eDNA-
methodology and discuss possible collaboration in using eDNA for 
assessing biodiversity in lakes and rivers.

Relevant projects and ongoing work
• Development of sampling and preservation of eDNA (HydroCen)
• Testing genetic markers for assessing macrobenthos (HydroCen)
• Evaluating impact of weirs on biodiversity in River Nea (Hydrocen)
• Detection of alien invasive species
• Locating red-listed rare species
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